The  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Act,  1955 

Act  3 of  1955 


Keyword(s): 

Contribution,  Drainage  Work,  Irrigation  Work,  Land  Holder 
Amendment  appended:  46  of  2000 


DISCLAIMER:  This  document  is  being  furnished  to  you  for  your  information  by  PRS 
Legislative  Research  (PRS).  The  contents  of  this  document  have  been  obtained  from  sources 
PRS  believes  to  be  reliable.  These  contents  have  not  been  independently  verified,  and  PRS 
makes  no  representation  or  warranty  as  to  the  accuracy,  completeness  or  correctness.  In 
some  cases  the  Principal  Act  and/or  Amendment  Act  may  not  be  available.  Principal  Acts 
may  or  may  not  include  subsequent  amendments.  For  authoritative  text,  please  contact  the 
relevant  state  department  concerned  or  refer  to  the  latest  government  publication  or  the 
gazette  notification.  Any  person  using  this  material  should  take  their  own  professional  and 
legal  advice  before  acting  on  any  information  contained  in  this  document.  PRS  or  any  persons 
connected  with  it  do  not  accept  any  liability  arising  from  the  use  of  this  document.  PRS  or  any 
persons  connected  with  it  shall  not  be  in  any  way  responsible  for  any  loss,  damage,  or  distress 
to  any  person  on  account  of  any  action  taken  or  not  taken  on  the  basis  of  this  document. 


353 


1955;  T.N.  Act  mj  irrigation  (Levy  of 

Betterment  Contribution) 

THE  TAMIL  NADU  IRRIGATION  (LEVY 
OF  BETTERMENT  CONTRIBUTION) 

ACT,  1955. 

A 

Table  of  Contents. 

PREAMBLE . 

SECTIONS . 

1 Short  title  and  extent. 

2 Definitions. 

3 New  ayaeut  zones. 

4 Blocks  under  ayaeut  zone. 

4-A  Levy  of  betterment  contribution  on  lands  in  the 
new  ayaeut. 

4-B  Levy  of  betterment  contribution  on  lands  in  the 

improved  old  ayaeut, 

4-C  Exclusion  of  certain  lands  from  ayaeut  in 
certain  cases. 

4-D  Authorized  officer  to  levy  betterment  contri- 
bution. , 

4-E  Apper.l. 

5 Contribution  recoverable  as  arreat  of  land 

revenue. 

6 When  contribution  becomes  payable. 

7 Mode  of  payment  of  contribution. 

8 Rebate  in  certain  cases. 

9 Payment  of  contribution  by . person  having 

interest  in  land. 

10  Right  of  reimbursement  in  respect  of  contribu- 

tion. 

1 1 Apportionment  of  contribution. 

12  Exemption. 

13  Power  to  make  rules. 

14  Saving.  . 

15  Act  deemed  not  to  affect  recovery,  in  certain 

cases. 

16  Works  notified  under  certain  rules. 

THE  SCHEDULE. 


T.N.  Act  111  ] irrigation  (l  evy  of 

Betterment  Contribution} 


355 


s 


1[TAMIL  NADU]  ACT  No.  Ill  OF  1955*.  • 

[Thh  1[Tamil  Nadu]  Irrigation  (Levy  of  BHTtBRMBNT 
Contribution)  Act,  1955.] 

(Received  the  assent  of  the  Governor  on  the  4th  March  1955  ; 
first  published  in  the  Fort  St.  George  Gazette*  on  the 
1 6th  March  1955.) 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the  levy  of  betterment  contribution  oh 
certain  lands  in  the  s[State  of  Tamil  Nadu.] 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  levy  of  better- 
ment contribution  on  certain  lands  in  the  ^ate  of  Tamil 
Nadu]  ; 

Be  it  enacted  in  the  Sixth  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India 
as  follows  : — 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  1[Tamil  Nadu]  Short  title 
Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Act,  1955.  and  exterit' 

(2)  It  extends  to  the  whole  of  the  3[State  of  Tamil 

Nadu.] 


l These  words  were  substituted  for  the  word  ‘‘Madras**  by  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1969,  as  amended  by  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment)  Order,  1969. 

a For  Statement  of  Objects  and  Reasons,  see  Fort  St.  George  Gazette. 
Part  IV-A,  dated  the  15th  May  1954,  pages  170-171. 

This  Act  was  extended  to  the  added  territories  by  section  3 of, 
and  the  First  Schedule  to,  the  Tamil  Nadu  (Added  T6ttltati&) 
Extension  of  Laws  Act,  1962  (Tamil  Nadu  Act  14  of  1962)  repealing 
the  corresponding  law  in  force  in  those  territories. 

This  Act  was  extended  to  the  Kanyakumari  district  and  the 
Shencdttah  taluk  of  the  Tirunelveli  district  by  section  28  of  the  Tamil 
Nadu (Transferiod  Tea  Xr,)  HyotWari  Settlement  Act,  I964fft.mil 
NadU  Act  30  of  1964)  repealing  the  corresponding  law  Ih  force  In 
that  territory. 

* This  expres  sion  was  substituted  for  the  - expression  “State 
of  Madras’*  by  the  Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1969,  as 
amended  by  the  Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Anttad- 
mont)  Order,  1969, 

125— 3— 23a 
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Definitions  2.  In  this  Act,  unless  there  is  anything  repugnant  in 
the  subject  or  context— 

(1)  ‘^ntribution  means  the  betterment  contribution 
refer^d  to  ^in  sections  4-A  and  4-B]  ; 

(2)  ‘drainage  work’  includes — 

(a)  channels,  whether  natural  or  artificial  for  the 
discharge  of  waste  or  surplus  water  and  all  works 
connected  with  or  auxiliary  to  such  channels  ; 

( b ) escape  channels  from  an  irrigation  works  ; 

(c)  dams,  weirs,  embankments,  sluices  and 
groynes  ; 

* (d)  all  works  for  the  protection  of  lands  from 

floods  or  from  erosion. , which  are  owned  or  controlled 
by  the  Government,  or  which  are  maintained  by  them 
otherwise  than  by  an  assignment  of  land  or  land  revenue 
made,  confirmed,  recognized  by  the  Government,  or 
which,  having  been  constructed  by  the  Government  or 
being  maintained  by  an  assignment  of  land  or  land 
revenue  as  aforesaid,  have  not  been  made  over  to  any 
person,  but  does  not  include  works  for  the  removal  of 
sewage  j 

2[(2-A)  ‘execution’  in  relation  to  a notified  work 
means  the  construction,  expansion  or  alteration  of  the 
notified  work  ;] 

(3)  ‘Government’  means  the  State  Government  ; 

3[(3- A)  ‘improved  old  ayacut*  in  relation  to  any 
notified  work  means  all  lands  which  are  significantly 
benefited  by  the  execution  of  the  notified  work  but  does 
not  include  the  ayacut  of  any  existing  irrigation  or 
drainage  work  which  has  been  merely  repaired  or 
restored  to  its  original  state  after  decay  or  injury. 


1 These  words,  figures  and  letters  were  substituted  for  the  words 
andfigure  “in  section  3”  by  section  2 (i)  of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation 
(Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  1963  (Tamil 
Nadu  Act  32  of  1963), 

2 This  clause  was  inserted  by  section  2 (ii),  ibid . 

* This  clause  was  inserted  by  section  (2)  (i ii),  ibid. 
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» 

Explanation  1. — For  the  purposes  of  this  clause, 
lands  shall  be  deemed  to  be  significantly  benefited'  by- 
the  execution  of  a nptified  work  if  such  lands—,  - 

(a)  having  been  under  "single  crop  irrigation  or 

double  crop  irrigation  from  a Government  source  of 
irrigation  before  the  execution  of . the  notified  work 
continue  to  be  under  such  irrigation  and  are  /provided 
with  a more  adequate  supply  qr  better  assured  supply,  of 
Water  for  irrigation  as  a result  of  the  execution  of  ( the  • 
notified  work,  or  ">  ■ *. 

(b)  haying  been  liable . non^beneficial  submersion 

or  stagnation  of  water  before  the  execution  a -of  the) 
notified  work,  have  been  substantially  relieved'  ;of  such- 
submersion  or  stagnation  as  a result  of  the  execution -of  > 
the  notified  work:  \ : a. 

Provided  that  no  lands  shall  be  deemed  to  j bcV  si&nfc* 
ficantly  benefited  if  the  more  . adequate  supply  orv  better ; 
assured  supply  of  water  for  irrigati  3n  referred  to  in 
clause  (a)  of  this  explanation  or  the  substantial  relief  of 
submersion  or  stagnation  referred  to  in  clause  (£)  of 
this  explanation  is  as  a result  of  more  repairs  or  resto- 
ration of  the  existing  irrigation  or  drainage  work  to  its 
original  state  after  decay  or  injury. 

Explanation  11 — For  the  purposes  of  Explanation  I, 
the  question  whether  any  land— 

(1)  is  provided  with  a more  adequate  supply  or 
better  assured  supply  of  water  tor  irrigation  shall  be 
decided  with  regard  to — 

(i)  the  raising  of  the  irrigation  source  concerned 
to  ahigner  settlement  classification  ; 

(ii)  supply  of  larger  volume  of  water  or  supply 
of  water  for  a longer  curation  ; and 

(iii)  such  other  like  matters  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  rules  made  by  the  Government  in  this  behalf. 

(2)  has  been  substantially  relieved  of  the  non- 
beneficial  submersion  or  stagnation  of  water  shew!  be 
decided  with  regard  to — 

(i)  the  improvement  of  the  land  on  account  of 
the  protection  from  submersion  or  stagnation  or  on 
account  of  the  reduction  in  the  period  6f  submersion  or 
stagnation;  and 

(ii)  such  other  like  matters  as  may  be  pres- 
cribed by  rules  made  by  the  Government  in  this  behalf. 
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Explanation  III . — A land  shall  be  deemed  to  be  signifi- 
cantly benefited  notwithstanding  that  the  benefit  is  not 
enjoyed,  provided  that  such  non-enjoyment  is  due  solely 
to  action  Or  inaction  on  the  part  of  the  person  or  persons 
interested  m such  land ; ] 

* (4)  ‘irrigation  work*  includes — 

(a)  all  canals*  channels,  tanks,  wells,  reservoirs, 
ponds*  spring  ponds  and  modulus  used  for  the  supply  or 
storage  of  water,  and  all  works,  embankments  and 
structures  (other  than  escape  channels)  connected  therewith 
or  auxiliary  thereto,  which  are  owned  or  controlled  by  the 
Government,  or  whi  ;h  are  maintained  by  them  otherwise 
than  by  an  assignment  of  land  or  land  revenue  made# 
confirmed  or  recognised  by  the  Government,  or  which, 
having  been  constructed  by  the  Government  or  being 
maintained  by  an  assignment  of  land  or  land  revenue  as 
aforesaid,  have  not  been  made  over  to  any  person  ; 

(Jb)  all  such  lakes  and  other  natural  collections  of 
water  or  parts  thereof  as  are  situated  on  lands  which  are 
the  property  of  Government  } 

(c)  all  rivers  and  natural  streams  or  parts  thereof; 


(5)  ‘land  holder*  in  relation  to  any  land  means  the 
person  liable  to  pay  the  public  revenuv  due  on  the  land  ; 

x[  Provided  that  in  respect  of  any  land  comprised  in 
the  holding  of  a kanamdar  or  a customary  verum- 
pattamdar  in  the  territory  to  which  the  Malabar  Tenancy 
Act,  1929  (a[Tamil  Nadu]  Act  XIV  of  1930)  extends,  the 
kanamdar  or  the  customary  verumpattamdar,  as  the  case 
may  be,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  land  hold  r in  respect 
of  such  land; ] 

3[(5-A)  ‘new  ayacut*  in  relation  to  any  notified  work', 
means  all  lands  which  are  benefited  by  the  execution  of 

the  notified  work. 

1 This  proviso  was  substituted  for  the  original  proviso  by  clause  3 
of,  and  the  Schedule  to,  the  Madras  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order, 
1957. 


2 These  words  were  substit  uted  for  the  word  ‘ 1 Madras”by  l bo  Tami  1 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  196 9,  as  amended  by  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment)  Order,  1 969. 

3 This  clause  was  inserted  by  section  2 (iv)  of  the  Tamil  Nadu 
Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act.  1961 

i (Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  of  1963).  * 


/ 
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Explanation  /.—For  the  purpose  of  this  ci<*wse,  lauds 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  benefited  by  the  execution  of  a 
notified  work  if  such  lands— 

jk 

(a)  having  been  left  wasfe  or  under  unirrigated 
cultivation  befoie  the  execution  of  the  notified  work  have 
been  brought  under  irrigation  subsequently  with  water 
supplied  from  a Government  source  of  irrigation  as  a 
result  of  the  execution  of  the  notified  work,,  or 


, (b)  having  been  under  single  crop  irrigation  before 

the  excution  of  the  notified  work  have  been  brought 
under  double  crop  irrigation  subsequently  with  water 
uUpplied  from  a Government  source  of  irrigation  sis  a 
result  of  the  execution  of  the  notified  work. 


Explanation  //. — A land  shall  be  deemed  to  be  benefi- 
ted notwithstanding  that  the  benefit  is  not  enjoyed,  provi- 
ded that  such  non-enjoyment  is  due  solely  to  action  or 
inaction  on  the  part  of  the  person  or  persons  interested 
in  such  land;] 

\ , 

(6)  ‘notification*  means  a notification  published  in 
the  *Fort  St.  George  Gctzette ; 


‘notified  work*  means  any  irrigation  or 
drainage  work  executed  on  or  after  the  1st  January  1947 
and  notified  by  the  Collector  of  the  district  in  the  District 
Gazette  ;]  s 

. * ; 

(7)  ‘Prescribed*  means  prescribed  by  rules  made 
under  this  Act ; 

2[(g)  * * * ]. 


l This  clause  was  inserted  by  section  2 (v)  of  the  Tamil  Nadu 
Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  1963 
(Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  of  1963). 

a This- clause  was  omitted  by  section  2 (vi),  ibid , 

# Now  the  fatnii  Nadu  government  Gou\ts.  \ ' j 
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Newayacut  *[3.‘  (l)  Any  new  ayacut  in  every  notified  work  may 
zones.  classified  into  one  or  more  of  the  following  zones, 
namely 

(i)  wet  zone  ; 

(ii)  intermediary  zone  ; or 

(iii)  irrigated  dry  zone. 

(2)  A wet  zone  shall  comprise  all  the  lands  for  which 
the  water  supplied  as  a result  of  the  execution  of  a notified 
Work  will  be  ordinarily  sufficient  for  one  wet  crop  in  a fasli 
year. 

(3)  An  intermediary  zone  shall  comprise  all  the 
lands  for  which  the  water  supplied  as  a result  of  the 
execution  of  a notified  work  will  be  occasionally  sufficient 
for  one  wet  crop  and  will  be  ordinarily  sufficient  for  one 
irrigated  dry  crop  in  a fasli  year. 

(4)  An  irrigated  dry  zone  shall  comprise  ell  the  lands 
for  which  the  water  supplied  as  a result  of  the  execution 
•of  a notified  work  will  be  ordinarily  sufficient  for  one 
irrigated  dry  crop  in  a fasli  year  bo*  rtf  sufficient  foi  one 
wet  crop  in  any  fasli  year. 


Blocks  under 
ayacut  zone. 


1 4.  (1)  Every  wet  zone,  every  intermediary  zone  or 
every  irrigated  dry  zone  may  consist  of  Block  A,  B,  C or  D 
as  classified  below,  namely 


(a)  Block  A shall  consist  of  contiguous  lands  of 
wet  taram  1,2,  3 or  4; 

(b)  Block  B shall  consist  cf  contiguous  lands  of 
wet  taram  5 ; 


* Sections  3,  4,  4-A,  4 -13,  4-C,  4-D  and  4-E  were  substituted  for 
original  sections  3 and  4 by  section  3 of  the  Tamil  Nadu  irrigation 
(Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act.  1963  (Tamil 
Nadu  Act  32  of 1 %3),  ' 


1955^  T.N.  Act  m ] irrigation  (Levy  of  361 
\ Betterment  Contribution) 

■ • • (c)  Black  ‘C*  shall  consist  of  contiguous  lands  of 

wet  taram  6 ; 


ri  (d)  Block  ‘D’  shall  consist  of  contiguous  lands  of 
wet  taram  7 and  above.  '■[ 


‘ (2)  Dry  lands  shall  be  classified  according  to  the 
, corresponding  wet  taram  rates. 

< *. f s ■ .(-J.j v 
£ - 

: >2  , ; 1 4-A.  The  Government- shall  be  entitled  to  levy  a L*vy  of  better- 
betterment  contribution  from  the  landholder  on  every 
acre  of  land  in  any  new  ayacut  in  accordance  with  the  rates  the  new  avacut 
specified  in. the  schedule  : < 

Provided  that  no  betterment  contribution  shall  be 
levied  on  any  land  in  any  new  ayacut  under  a notified 
work,  the  cost  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  lakh  and 
fifty  thousand  rupees.  . * . v 


- 1 4-B.  (1)  The  Government  shall  be  entitled  +o  levy  Levy  of  better 

a betterment  contribution  from  the  landholder  on  every  J?ent  C0PtrS,““ 
acre  of  land  in  any  improved  old  ayacut  in  accordance  thTtoproved*0 
with  the  provisions  cf  this  section:  old  ayacut. 

• * _•  • • • t , 4 • 

Provided  that  no  betterment  contribution  shall  be 
levied  on  any  land  in  any  improved  old  ayacut  under  a 
notified  work,  the  cost  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  lakh 
and  fifty  thousand  rupees. 

(2)  The  net  expenditure  on  the  notified  work  shall  , 

be  ascertained  by  deducting  from  the  gross  expenditure 
on  siich  work  twenty  times  the  annual  increase  in  revenue* 
if  any,  from  all  the  lands  comprised  in  the  improved  old 
ayacut  and  in  the  new  ayacut.  The  net  expenditure  as  so 
ascertained  shall  be  apportioned  in  the  prescribed  manner 
on  all  lands  comprised  in  the  improved  old  ayacut. 


1 Sections  3,  4,  4-A,  4-B,  4-C,  4-D  and  4-E  wero  substituted  for 
, original  sections.  3 and  4 by  section  3 of, the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation 
(Levy  of: Betterment  Coiuribudoa)  Amendment  Act,  1963  (Tatnil 
Nadu  Act  32  of  1963).  - 
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Explanation  /.—The  expression  ‘annual  increase  in 
revenue*  in  the  case  of  lands  other  than  those  specified  in 
Explanation  II— 

(a)  means  the  increase  in  ryotwari  assessment  and 
the  increase  in  water -cess  ascertained  in  the  prescribed 
manner  where  such  increase  is  as  a result  of  the  execution 
of  the  notified  work  ; and 

(b)  includes  the  additional  assessment  or  additional 
water-cess,  if  any,  under  the  1[Tamil  Nadu]  Additional 
Assessment  and  Additional  Water-cess  Act,jl963  ^[Tamil 

Nadu]  Act  8 of  1 963),  as certai ned  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

Explanation  //.—The  expression  ‘annual  increase  in 
revenue* — 

(«>  means— 

(i)  in  the  case  of  estates  abolished  under  the 
1[Tamil  Nadu]  Estates  (Abolition  and  Conversion  into 
Ryotwari)  Act,  1948  (^Tamil  Nadu]  Act  XXVI of  1948), 
the  difference  between  the  land  revenue  under  section  23 
of  that  Act  and  the  rate  of  assessment  imposed  at  a ryot- 
wari settlement  ejected  under  section  22  of  that  Act, 
ascertained  in  the  prescribed  manner  ; 

(ii)  in  the  case  of  an  inam  estate  abolished  under 
the  x[Tamil  Nadu]  Inam  Estates  (Abolition  and  Conver- 
sion into  Ryotwari)  Act,  1963,  the  difference  between  the 
land  revenue  under  section  21  of  that  Act  and  the  rate 
of  assessment  imposed  at  a ryotwari  settlement  effected 
under  section  20  of  that  Act,  ascertained  in  the  prescribed 
manner  ; 


v:;^  in  the  case  of  a minor  inam  abolished  under 
th  ‘[T^mil  Nadu]  Minor  Inams  (Abolition  and  Conver- 
sion into  Ryotwari)  Act,  1963,  the  difference  between 
the  land  revenue  under  section  12  of  that  Act  and  the  rate 
of  assessment  imposed  at  a ryotwari  settlement  effected 
under  section  16  of  that  Act,  ascertained  in  the  prescribed 
manner  ; and 


* These  words  were  substituted  for  the  word  “Madras*'  by  the 
Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1969,  as  amended  by  thQ 
Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment)  Order,  1 909, 
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(iv)  in  the  case  of  a lease-hold  v:ll;.ge  abolished 
under  the  i[Tamil  Nadu]  Lease-holds  (Abolition  and 
Conversion  into  Ryotwari)  Act,  1963,  the  difference  bet- 
ween the  land  revenue  under  section  „ 15  of  that  Act  and 
the  rate  of  assessment  imposed  at  a ryotwari  settlement 
effected  under  section  14  of  that  Act,  ascertained  in  the 
prescribed  manner : 

Provided  that  — 

(i)  the  land  revenue  referred  to  in  clauses  (i)  to 
(iv)  is  less  than  the  rate  of  ryotwari  assessment  referred 
to  in  those  clauses  and  has  been  determined  before  tne 
execution  of  the  notified  work  ; 

(ii)  the  notified  work  was  executed  after  the 
abolition  of  the  estate,  inam  estate,  minor  mam  or  a 
lease-hold  village,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  before  effect- 
ing the  ryotwari  settlement  referred  to  in  clause  (i),  (ii), 

(iii)  or  (iv),  as  the  case  may  be;  and 

» . . 

(b)  includes  the  additional  assessment  or 
additional  water-cess,  if  any,  under  the  1{Tamil  Nadu] 

Additional  Assessment  and  Additional  Water-cess  Act, 

1963  (*[Famil  Nadu]  Act  8 of  1963),  ascertained  in  the 
prescribed  manner.  ' : 

(3)  The  betterment  contribution  shall,  subject  to  a 
maximum  of  fifty  rupees , per  acre,  be  one-third  of  tbe 
net  expenditure  per  acre  of  land  appertioned  under  sub- 
section (2)* 

* 

24-C-  (1)  Any  officer  of  the  Revenue  Department  Exclusion  0f 
not  lower  in  rank  than  a Revenue  Divisional  Officer  certain  lands 
specially  authorized  by  the  Government  in  this  behalf  from  ayacut  in 
(herein  after  referred  to  as  the  authorized  officer)  may,  certaln  cases* 
from  time  to  time  postpone,  the  inclusion  of  any  land . in 
the  ayacut  of  a notified  work  , for  such  period  as  he  may, 
by  order  in  writing  specify,  on  the  ground  that  such  land 
requires  expensive  lowering  of  the  level  or  on  such  other 
ground  as  may  be  prescribed. 

1 These  words  were  substituted  for  the  word  “Madras”  by  the 
Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1963,  asamended  bythe  Tamil 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment)  Order,  1969. 

2 Sections  3,  4,  4-A,  4-B,  4-C,  4-D  apd  4-E  were  substituted  for 
original  sections  3 and  4 by  section  3 or  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation 
(Levy  of  Betterment  ) Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  1963  (Tamb 

Nadu  Apt  32  cf  1 m. 
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Explanation.— F or  the  purposes  of  this  sub-section, 
‘expensive  lowering  of  the  level’  means  any  reclamation 
involving  expenditure  exceeding  one  nundred  rupees 
per  acre. 

(2)  Where  the  period  specified  in  any  order  under 
sub-section  (1)  expires,  , the  land  referred  to  in  sub-section 
(1)  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the  ayacut  afore- 
said and  the  Government  shall  be  entitled  to  levy  contri- 
bution under  this  Act  on  such  land  with  effect  from  the 
fasli  in  which  such  land  shall  be  deemed  to  be  included  in 
the  ayacut  under  this  sub-section. 

' (3)  Where  any  land  included  in  the  ayacut  of  a 
notified  work  is  not  fit  for  irrigation  on  the  date  of  such 
inclusion  for  such  reasons  as  may  be  prescribed  and  is 
subsequently  brought  under  irrigation,  the  Government 
shall  be  entitled  to  levy  contribution  under  this  Act  on 
such  land  with  effect  from  the  fasli  in  which  the  land  in 
so  brought  under  irrigation. 

Authorized  *4-D.  Every  authorized  officer  shall  levy  betterment 
officer  ta  levy  contribution  under  this  Act  in  respect  of  any  land  situated 
bet t ermen con-  witMn  his  junsdictton  : 

Proviuwf  that  where  the  ayacut  of  a notified  work 
lies  within  the  jurisdiction  of  more  than  one  authorized 
officer,  the  Government  may,  by  general  or  special  order, 
specify  the  officer  who  should  levy  betterment  contri- 
bution in  respect  of  binds  in  such  ayacut. 

Appeal.  1 4-E  (1)  Against  any  decision  of  the  authorized 
officer  with  respect  to  the  levy  of  betterment  contribution 
' under  this  Act.  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  prescri  bed  authority 

and  such  authority  may  make  such  order  in  the  case  as 
it  may  think  fit. 

(2)  Any  decision  of  the  authorized  officer  with 
, respect  to  the  levy  of  contribution  under  this  Act  shall, 
subject  to  the  right  of  appeal  provided  in  sub-section(l), 
be  final,  shall  be  binding  on  all  persons  having  interest 
in  the  land  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  bs  questioned  in  a 
court  of  law.] 


1 Sections  3,  4,  4- A,  4-B,  4-C,  4-D  and  4-E  were  substituted  for 
original  sections  3 a id  4 by  section  3 of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation 
(Levy  of  Bet  ter  men  Contribution)  Amenedmont  Act,  1963  (Ttpnjl 
Nadu  Act  32  of  1963), 


% 


I 


.* 
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5.  Contribution  payable  under  this  Act  in  respect  of  Contribution 
any  land  shall  be  deemed  to  be  public  revenue  due  upon  recoverable 
the  said  land;  and  the  land,  its  products  and  the  buildings  f!^ar 
(owned  and  occupied  by  the  landholder)  standing  upon  revenue, 
the . land  shall  be  regarded  as  the  security  of  the  contri- 
bution. When  the  whole  or  portion  of  an  instalment 
of  the  contribution  payable  in  any  year  is  not  paid  on  the 
due  date,  the  amount  of  the  instalment  or  its  unpaid 
portion  shall  be  deembd  to  be  an  arrear  of  land  revenue  - 
and  the  provisions  of  the  ^Tamil  Nadu]  Revenue  Re- 
covery Act,  1864  OSTamilNadu]  Act  II  of  1864),  and  of  the 
Madras  City  Land  Revenue  Act,  1851  (Central  Act  XII 
of  1851),  as  amended  by  the  Madras  City  Land  Revenue 
(Amendment)  Act,  1867  (Madras  Act  VI  of  1867),  shall 
apply  to  the  recovery  of  the  said  arrear  as  they  apply  to  the 
recovery  of  the  revenue  due  on  the  land. 


6.  (1)  Contribution  shall  become  payable  under  this  Act  When 
on  a written  notice  of  demand  therefor  2[issued  by  the  £pntribu1 
authorized  officer]  being  served  on  the  landholder  : p^bl©S 


Provided  that  no  such  notice  shall  be  se  wed  until  the 
expiry  of  two  years  after  the  date  of  completion  of  the 
3[execution  of  the  notified  work] : 

Provided  further  that  where,  4[before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  1[Tamii  Nadu]  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment 
Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  1963],  two  years  or  more 


* These  words  were  substituted  for  the  word  “Madras”  by  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1969,  as  amended  by  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment)  Order,  1969. 

2 These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  “issued  by  an  officer 
authorized  by  the  Government  in  this  behalf”  by  section  4(i)  (a) 
of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution) 
Amendment  Act,  1963  (Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  of  1963). 


. ■ . ■ % 

8 These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  “construction, 
expansion  or  alteration  of  the  work”  by  section  4(i)(b),  ibid.  • 

> * These  words,  brakets  and  figures  were  substituted  for  the  words 
“before  the  commencement  of  this  Act”  by  section  4(i)(c)  (1),  ibid. 
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have  elapsed  from  the  date  of  completion  of  the  ^execution 
of  the  notified  work],  such  notice  may  be  served  at  any 

time  after  such  commencement. 

, . 

(2)  For  the  avoidance  of  doubt  it  is  hereby  declared 
that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to  serve  notice  on  any 
person  other  than  the  landholder,  who  has  an  interest  in  the 
land  or  on  a successor-in-interest  of  the  landholder  or  in 
respect  of  any  instalment  of  the  contribution. 

2[(3)  (a)  for  the  purposes  of  this  section,  the  execution 
of  a notified  work  shall  be  deemed  to  be  completed  on 
the  Jnte  of  cessation  of  all  work  connected  with  its  ex- 
ecution or  on  the  date  when  the  notified  work  is  ready 
to  be  put  in  actual  operation,  whichever  is  later. 

(, b ) The  dates  referred  to  in  clause  (c)  shall  be 
notified  by  such  authority  or  officer  ana  in  such  manner, 
as  may  be  prescirbed.] 

Mode  of  7.  3[(l)  The  contribution  payable  by  a landholder 
°f  shall  be  paid  by  him  in  annual  instalments.  The  annual 
con  ri  u lon#  jnstaiment  per  acre  shall  be  five  rupees  or  one-twentieth  of 
the  total  amount  of  the  contribution  payable  by  him, 
whichever  is  higher  : 

Provided  that  a landholder  shal  l be  entitled  to  pay 
within  a poriod  of  two  years  from  the  date  on  which  he 
becomes  liable  to  pay  the  contribution  the  entire  amount 
of  contribution  with  a rebate  at  such  rate  as  may  be 
prescribed.] 

(2)  Arrears  of  instalments  of  the  contribution  shall 
bear  interest  it  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum  and  such 
interest  shall  be  recoverable  as  arrears  of  land  revenue. 


i These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  "construction,  expan- 
sion or  alteration  of  the  work”  by  section  4(0  (c)  (2)  of  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Irrigation  (Lew  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act, 
1963  (Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  of  1963). 

3 This  sub-section  was  substituted  for  the  original  sub-section 
(3)  by  section  4 (ii),  ibid. 

8 This  sub-section  was  substituted  for  original  sub-section  m 
by  sectipn  5v  ibid . * w 
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8.  If  the  Government  accent  any  money  from  any  &*&&&  ik  ' 
person  for  the  ^execution  of  any  notified  work]  and  su£h  ^ertalli  cases* 
person  becomes  liable  to  pay  contribution  in  respedt  of 
• any  land  benefited  by  such  2[execution],  the  sum  accepted 
from  him  shall  be  credited  towards  the  contribution 
payable  by  him.  * • 

9‘  Any  person  having  interest  in  a land  may,  notwith-  Payment  of 
standing  that  he  is  not  the  landholder  of  such  land,  pay  contribution  by 
the  contribution  payable  by  the  landholder  in  respect  pf  person  having 
such  land  and  shall,  if  such  person  pays  the  entire  contri- mterflst  m and* 
bution  within  a period  of  two  years  from  the  date  on 
which  the  landholder  becomes  liable  to  pay  the  contri- 
bution, be  entitled  to  a 3 [rebate  as  such  rate  at  may  be 
prescribed.] 

✓ ' * . 

id.  Where  the  landholder  not  being  in  the  territory  Right  of 
to  which  the  Malabar  Tenancy  Act,  1929  (4fTamil  Nadu]  reimbursement  . 
Act  XIV  of  1930)  extends,  akanamdar  or  a customary  cbntnSion 
verumpattamdar,  6f  ] 

liable  to  pay  contribution  under  this  Act  is  not  the  owner 
of  the  land  or  is  a co-owner  of  the  land,  nothing  in  this 
Act  shdll  be  deemed  to  affect  his  right  to  reimbursement 
from  the  owner  or  to  recover  proportionate  part  from 
the  co-owner,  as  the  case  may  be. 


1 These  Words  were  substituted  for  the  words  “construction 
expansion  or  alteration  of  any  work”  by  section  6(i)  of  the  Tamil 
Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Bettermeht  Contribution)  Amendment 
Act,  1963  (Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  of  1963). 

2 This  word  was  substituted  for  the  words  “construction, 
expansion  or  alteration”  by  section  6(ii),  ibid. 

2 These  words  were  substituted  for  the  words  “rebate  of  twenty 
per  cent”  by  section  7,  ibid. 

♦ These  words  were  substituted  for  the  word  “Madras”  by  the 
Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1969,  as  amended  by  the 
Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment)  Order, 
1969. 

s The  words  *‘or  in  the  South  Kanara  district,  a Wala- 
wargadar  Kayemgenidar,  a permanent  tenent  or  a muigeni  tenant” 
were  omitted  by  clause  3 of,  and  the  Schedule  to,  the  Madras 
Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1957. 
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Apportion-  11.  Where  a landholder  whose  case  is  not  covered 
mntrSnf  by  section  10  and  who  has  paid  an  instalment  of  contribu- 
n'  tion  under  this  Act  is  not  the  occupier  of  the  land,  he  shalJ> 
in  the  a’  "‘nee  of  a contract  to  the  contrary,  be  entitled 
recover  the  amount  of  such  instalment  from  the  person 
who  is  in  actual  occupation  of  the  land  during  the  year 
in  which  the  said  instalment  is  payable  ; 

Provided  that  where  such  person  is  a tenant,  the  land- 
holder shall  be  entitled  to  recover  from  the  tenant  the 
instalment  of  contribution  referred  to  in  this  section  only 
if  the  tenant  is  liable  under  any  law  or  custom  of  the 
locality  to  deliver  to  the  landholder  a share  of  the  produce 
and  such  share  has  not  been  altered  subsequent  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  by  agreement  between  the  parties,  and 
.the  amount  that  can  be  recovered  from  such  a tenant  shall 
bear  to  the  total  amount  of.  the  instalment  the  same  pro- 
portion as  the  tenant’s  share  of  the  produce  bears  to  the 
total  produce  of  the  land  : , 

Provided  further  that,  where  the  landholder  has  paid 
the  entire  contribution  with  a rebate  under  the  proviso 
to  sub-section  (1)  of  section  7,  a twentieth  part  of  the 
sum  actually  paid  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  instalment 
of  the  contribution  payable  during  every  year  during 
which  an  instalment  of  the  contribution  would  have  been 
payable  had  the  entire  contribution  not  been  so  paid. 

Exemption.  12.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Government  the  enforce- 
ment or  strict  enforcement  of  all  or  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  will  cause  hardship  in  any  case  or  cases,  the 
Government  may,  by  notification,  setting  out  the  ground 
therefor,  excempt  either  permanently  or  for  a specified 
period  such  case  or  cases  from  all  or  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  subject  to  such  conditions,  if  any,  as  the 
Government  may  deem  fit  to  impose. 

Power  to  13.  (1)  The  Government  may,  *[  * * ],  make  rules 
make  rules,  t0  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  Act  and  in  particular — 

(a)  for  the  delegation  of  their  powers  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  2[Collectorsof  the  districts]  oy  other  authorities; 


1 The  words  *‘b>  notification”  were  omitted  by  section  8 (i)  (a) 
of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution) 
Amendment  Act,  1963  (Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  ol  1963). 

* These  words  were  substituted  for  the  word  “Collectors”  by 
section  8 (i)  (b)s  tbid* 


370  Irrigation  {Le 


Aci  deemed  *[15.  Subject.  to  the  provisions  of  section  8,  nothing 
not  to  affect  contained  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  limit  or  otherwise 
certainVcriseta  affect  the  power  of  the  Government  to  recover  any  money 
which  any  landholder  of  any  land  in  the  ayacut  of  any 
notified  work  may  have  agreed  before  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  the  2 [Tamil  Nadu]  Irrigation  (Levy  of 
Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  1963,  or  may 
agree  after  that  date,  to  pay  to  the  Government  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  execution  of  any  such  work. 


n-  of  Better  meat 

utrlbution) 


\\3 


m Act  in 


Works  noti-  itf.  Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  this  Act 
fled  under  or  iu  the  2[Tamil  Nadu]  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment 
certain  rules.  Contribution)  A nendment  Act,  1963,  any  work  specified 
in  the  list  of  works  published  by  the  Collector  of  the 
district  in  the  District  Gazette  before  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  the  2[Tamil  Nadu]  Irrigation  (Levy 
of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  1963, 
under  rule  7 of  the  Madras  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment 
Contribution)  Rules,  1956,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a noti- 
fied work  under  this  Act  as  amended  by  the  2[Tamil 
Nadu]  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution) 
Amendment  Act,  1963,  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  as 
amended  by  the  said  Act,  shall  have  effect  accordingly.] 


a 


* Sections  15  and  16  and  the  Schedule  were  added  by  section  10 
of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution) 
Amendment  Act,  P 63  (Tamil  Nadu  Act  32  of  1963). 

2 These  words  were  substituted  for  ihe  word  “Madras”  by  the 
Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  Order,  1 966,  as  amende i 
by  the  Tamil  Nadu  Adaptation  of  Laws  (Second  Amendment) 
Order,  1969. 
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THE  SCHEDULE. 

(See  section  4-A.) 

Schedule  of  rates  per  acre . 

New  Ayacut. 


n el 

Intermedi- 

Irrigated 

zone . 

ary  zone . 

dry  zone . 

(!)• 

(2) 

(3) 

RS.  P. 

RS.  P.  ^ 

RS.  P. 

Block  A 

200.00 

170.00 

140.00 

Block  B . . 

180.00 

150.00 

120.00 

Block  C . . 

160.00' 

130.00 

100.00 

Block  D 

140.00 

110.00 

80.00: 

. Provided  that  landholders  of  lands  which  were  un* 
irrigated  immediately  before  the  execution  of  the 
notified  work  and  which  are  newly  assured  with  the 
supply  of  water  for  two  wet  crops  as  a result  of  the 
execution  of  the  said  notified  work  shall  pay  betterment 
contribution  at  the  rate  of  fifty  rupees  per  acre  in  addition 
to  the  rates  specified  in  this  Schedule. 
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The  following  Act  of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Legislative  Assembly  received  the  assent  of 
the  Governor  on  the  5th- December  2000  and  is  hereby  published  for  general 
information: — 


Nadu  Act 
1955. 


ACT  No.  46  OF  2000. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution) 

Act,  1955. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tamil  Nadu  in  the 
Fifty-first  Year  of  the  Republic  of  India  as  follows:- 

1.  (1)  This  Act  may  be  called  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Short  title  arKT" 

Contribution)  Amendment  Act,  2000.  commence-  • 

» ment.  ■- 

(2)  It  shall  come  into  force  on  such  date  as  the  State  Government  may,  by 
notification,  appoint. 

2.  In  section  4-A  of  the  Tamil  Nadu  Irrigation  (Levy  of  Betterment  Contribution)  Amendment  of 

Act,  1955  (hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  principal  Act),  in  the  proviso,  for  the  section  4-A. 

expression  “one  lakh  and  fifty  thousand  rupees”,  the  expression  “twehty-five  lakh 

rupees”  shall  be  substituted. 

3.  In  section  4-B  of  the  principal  Act,  in  sub-section  (1),  in  the  proviso,  for  the  Amendment  of 

expression  “one  lakh  and  fifty  thousand  rupees”,  the  expression  “twenty-five  lakh  section  4-B. 

rupees”  shall  be  substituted. 


(By  order  of  the  Governor) 


K.  PARTHASARATHY, 

. Secretary  to  Government, 
Law  Department. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  THE  DIRECTOR  OE  STATIONERY  AND  PRINTING.  CHENNAI 
ON  BEHAI. I OE  THE  GOVERNMENT  OE  TAMIL  NADU 


(DTP)  IV-2  Ex.  (881)— 4 


